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CBS President’s Report for Volume 65 


Dear Colleagues, 

Given the delay between the time of this writing 
and its appearance in Madroño, it may surprise you 
to read that I just returned from Botany 2018 (July 
21-25), the annual conference of the Botanical 
Society of America (BSA), co-sponsored by the 
American Society of Plant Taxonomists, the Amer- 
ican Fern Society, the Society of Herbarium Cura- 
tors, the Canadian Botanical Association, and the 
International Association of Plant Taxonomists. 
More than 1000 plant biologists attended the meeting 
and, as usual, it was a source of inspiration, 
information, simultaneously scheduled not-to- be- 
missed talks, encounters with old friends, introduc- 
tions to new ones, and not a little bit of nostalgia. 
Forty of the 301 published abstracts included the 
word “California” — a great showing that reflects the 
state’s strong history as a botanical hotspot. Authors 
from almost 70 institutions in western states present- 
ed papers or posters. 

The BSA conference in 1981 was the first meeting 
that I ever attended, delivering my first talk (with 
index cards, diazo blue slides, and shaking knees) the 
summer after I graduated from college. Recalling 
how nervous I was during this presentation, it is 
impossible not to be impressed by how poised, 
engaging, and charismatic many of the youngest 
presenters were at this year’s meeting. And, it still 
thrills me to be at a meeting surrounded by fellow 
botanists, all taking unbridled delight in plants and 
not needing to explain why. Speaking of whom, the 
annual California Botanists lunch — an informal 
gathering of attendees who either have conducted, or 
are conducting, research in California — was partic- 
ularly well attended this year, and we were all very 
pleased to welcome two recently hired Assistant 
Professors: Andy Gardner (CSU Stanislaus) and 
Clayton Visger (CSU Sacramento). 

The California Botanical Society was also very 
busy at this year’s BSA meeting. Council Member-at- 
Large Dr. Josh Der (CSU Fullerton) spearheaded the 
organization of our exhibit booth, where we offered 
free memberships (for 2018) to curious visitors, many 
of whom also nominated their students for member- 
ship and/or expressed interest in participating in our 
Botany Ambassador Program, either as reviewers for 
Madroño or as writers of non-technical translations 
of Madroño articles for our newsletter (Nemophila) 
and website (https://www.calbotsoc.org). If these 
activities interest you or your students, please contact 
our Outreach Coördinator, Danielle Black 
(danielleblack @lifesci.ucsb.edu), to learn how to 
participate. Many thanks are due to Second Vice 
President, Dr. Jenn Yost (California Polytechnic 


University, San Luis Obispo, aka Cal Poly SLO) and 
Dr. Matt Ritter (Cal Poly SLO and former Madroño 
Editor), who spent many hours at our booth helping 
to promote the Society. 

As we watched neighboring exhibition booths sell 
T-shirts hand-over-fist, we realized that perhaps 
there’s a boat out there that we’ve been missing. To 
wit: if you wish to offer your own original design for 
a California Botanical Society T-shirt, please send a 
high-resolution graphical image to Danielle 
(danielleblack @lifesci.ucsb.edu). I promise you that 
the Council will consider it in time to order T-shirts 
and to sell them at our 2019 Graduate Student 
Symposium. Possible uses of the proceeds include 
increasing the number and award size of our annual 
Paul Silva Student Research Grants or for the 
Annetta Carter Memorial Fund, and offering more 
travel subsidies for graduate students attending our 
semi-annual Graduate Student Symposium. 

If you’ve read my recent messages (letters and the 
emails) to Society members, you may recall that 
throughout 2018 we’ve been offering free first-year 
memberships to graduate students, postdocs, and 
recently hired (untenured) faculty and herbarium 
Staff interested in Western U.S. botany. THE 
membership drive has been so effective that we’ve 
welcomed more than 125 new members (not includ- 
ing 48 that signed up at Botany 2018) and, perhaps 
not coincidentally, we’ve seen a large increase in the 
number of applicants for the Paul Silva Student 
Research grants. While we can no longer claim that 
this grant competition has a 27% success rate (in 
2018, we could only fund 3 of 17 applications, or 
17%), the quality of the applications was uniformly 
high, and (if, for example, we sell enough T-shirts), 
we can hope to increase the success rate in 2019. To 
learn what our awardees are up to, please read the 
abstracts of their projects (https://calbotsoc.org/ 
grants/) and learn about Nicole Kollars’ plans to 
examine the effects of grazing on the genetic diversity 
of seagrass (UC Davis); Audrey Hanes’ study of 
night-time transpiration in parasitic plants (UC 
Berkeley), and Emily Cox’s investigation of the 
effects of water stress in California goldfields (UC 
Berkeley). 

Now is the time to start planning your and your 
students’ participation in the 2018 Graduate Student 
Symposium, which will be held at Cal Poly SLO on 
Saturday, April 6, 2019. Co-organizers of the event 
are Dr. Jenn Yost and Dr. Dena Grossenbacher, and 
given Cal Poly’s history as a hotbed for the study of 
botanical diversity, ecology, and evolution, I know 
that we can look forward to a compelling suite of 
field trips before or after the meeting and banquet 


2018] 


(Come early! Stay late!). Due to popular demand 
following last year’s well-attended banquet at UC 
Davis, we will aim to provide more time for attendees 
to socialize and to catch up with each other. Please 
mark your calendars for this event and encourage 
your students to participate; it’s such a great way for 
them to build their network of like-minded and 
lifelong colleagues. 

As I weifect on the past year, Id like sto 
acknowledge a few other Society activities and 
accomplishments. First, due to the heroic efforts of 
Madroño Editor-in-Chief Dr. Justen Whittall, for the 
first time we offered eight cash prizes (and award 
certificates) to students presenting botanical projects 
at the Science & Engineering Fair in Santa Cruz 
County and at the 2018 Synopsys Championship in 
Santa Clara County. Justen anticipates that once the 
word spreads that plant-centric projects can win 
cash, we'll see a Green Wave of botanical interest 
among middle and high school students. If you are 
interested in participating as a cash-awarding judge 
in your county’s Science Fairs, please contact 
Danielle Black (danielleblack @lifesci.ucsb.edu), and 
she’ll provide you with judging forms, a template for 
the award certificates, and instructions for delivering 
cash awards to students. 

Second, as part of our ongoing Botany Ambassa- 
dor Program, designed to provide public outreach 
and professional development opportunities for 
graduate students and postdocs, we have posted on 
our website 17 K-12 lesson plans that are now 
available for use in schools, museums, and botanic 
gardens (https://calbotsoc.org/outreach/). If any of 
you or your students have written botanical lesson 
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plans for K-12 that you would like to share with us, 
or know of other publicly available instructional 
resources that are well-suited to botanical education 
in California please contact Rachael L. Olliff Yang 
(membership@calbotsoc.org). 

Third, the Council would like to remind all of you 
that Madroño remains a superb, indexed, and widely 
accessible journal for publishing your research on any 
botanical topic focused on Western North America. 
The Editorial Board makes a strong effort to provide 
rapid turn-around times during the review process and 
straightforward instructions for manuscript prepara- 
tion (https://calbotsoc.org/author-instructions/). In 
addition, the journal has a particularly wide reader- 
ship, not only among botanists in academia, but also 
among state and federal agency botanists and 
consultants involved in many wildlife management 
decisions. Perhaps most importantly, at a time of 
escalating publication costs, we’ve also continued to 
provide 5 free publication pages for members each 
year. Please encourage your students to consider 
Madroño as a venue for their research, and if you 
haven’t published in Madroño yourself, we’re ready to 
receive your manuscripts! 

Until our paths cross again, have a great winter 
and, when in doubt, botanize! 


Ao ty? 


Susan J. Mazer 

Professor of Ecology and Evolution 
University of California Santa Barbara 
email: mazer@lifesci.ucsb.edu 


